[Structures of lip reconstruction].
Although the incidence of tumors of the lips is low, they are the most common oral tumors and their therapy is often challenging for the surgeon. Depending on the extent of resected lip tissue, various surgical procedures are performed for reconstruction. They all follow the goal to combine complete tumor resection with maximal functional and aesthetic restoration. Surgical procedures are classified regarding the direction of tissue mobilization into one-, two- and three-dimensional techniques. Even though more than two hundred different techniques have been described, only a small number are used on a regular basis. To select the appropriate procedure for the individual patient the exact anatomic location and size of the defect have to be taken into consideration. Treatment algorithms may guide the surgeon to a suitable reconstructive procedure for each case. Complications may occur more often due to the size and the site of the procedure. Final functional and aesthetic results are usually satisfying.